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WELCOME TO UWI ST AUGUSTINE

O

You be the Light

ne of the things you’ll find a
welcome twist from secondary
school is that here, at The UWI,
going to the Deputy Principal’s
Office is not a punishment. In fact,
because one of my primary roles is
looking after your needs and your
welfare, I hope we will become
familiar faces to each other in short
time. So I am happy to take this
opportunity to welcome you to
university life and to our beautiful
St. Augustine Campus and to let
you know some of the ways I am
here to help guide your journey.
My roles are many – apart from
senior managerial functions and
deputizing for the Principal when
the occasion arises, I bear complete
responsibility for a broad range of
matters pertaining to the Campus.
Primary among them is anything
to do with you – academic quality,
development, housing, counselling,
health, sport, community services,
special needs, grievances –
everything falls under my Office’s
portfolio.
It is an important aspect of my
job because I feel very strongly that
your university experience ought
to be a holistic one that not only
prepares you for jobs or careers, but
empowers you to achieve your full
potential as an ethical, socially aware
and well-rounded person. It’s one

I want you to become conscious
of yourself as a global citizen with
the power to make a difference by
your words and deeds, and I can
assure you that the best way to
start is at home, with community
service and engagement with what
is happening in our societies. There
are so many ways you can give back,
and we’d be happy to tell you about
some of ours.
So, if you have any concerns
that I can help with, do drop by my
office, we’re here for you – it’s our
community service.

Prof. Rhoda Reddock
Deputy Principal

thing to be competent in a subject
but you need a broad range of skills
to make it in the world. You need
interpersonal skills, civic awareness,
self-confidence, critical thinking,
knowledge of your history, because
while it is one thing to keep upto-date with global developments,
you must also be aware of regional
thinkers, regional scholarship and
our contribution to knowledge
in the world. You should feel that
we are not just people who absorb
knowledge from elsewhere, but
that we can create knowledge and
influence global discourses and
global innovations.

What We Do
The Office of the Deputy Principal has
direct responsibility for the following
departments and units at the St Augustine
Campus:
1.

Student Advisory Services (SAS)

2.

Student Activity Centre (SAC)

3.

Halls of Residence (5)

4.

Health Services and Counselling
Unit (HSU)

5.

Academic Support/Disabilities
Liaison Unit (ASDLU)

6.

Sport and Physical Education Centre
(SPEC)

7.

Academic Quality

The ODP also deals with student issues
emanating from the International Office
and the campus security, and has
oversight for the Guild of Students.

THOSE NEWBIE MONTHS

What my first year
at UWI taught me
B y A my L i B a k sh

On my first day, a friend advised me, “Don’t worry
about being cool. You’re not going to be cool for the first
six months you are here anyway, so it won’t matter.”
I took it to heart. The first week was
chaotic, sorting out registration and
orientation and always aware that
everyone else seemed to know what
they were doing. It was confusing,
and intimidating. However, I learnt
that it only seemed so daunting
because I had been skimming
the reference guides. I learnt that
overrides and other requests that
go into the administrative system
needed to be babysat; you cannot
just sit and let the system do the
heavy lifting for you, because I
promise it will not do it.

Once you get past the hectic
first few days, you can start nesting.
They aren’t kidding when they say
university doesn’t have the same
safety net as secondary school. If you
decide to nest at the bar, and turn up
there every day instead of at classes,
no one is going to pull you up. You
can slip and slip happily until you
get to the ground, which is where
you’re failing all of your classes and
GATE cuts your funding, and then
you’ll have to go back home and
nest there instead.

I am going into my third year
now, and sometimes it still feels like
I walked onto campus as a student
for the first time yesterday. It can
be exciting.
UWI is what you make it: if
you find a way to balance your work
life and your social life, you will be
fine. We have a beautiful campus,
with trees and angry blackbirds
watching over us. Make it work for
you. And count down to the end of
that six months, when you won’t be
a newbie anymore.

Your Student Services
Where to find support

Office of the Campus Registrar
Admissions
Examinations
Campus IT Services
The Bursary
Fees and Financial matters
Office of the Deputy Principal
Oversight of the following services:
Academic Support/Disabilities Liaison Unit
(ASDLU)
Halls of Residence
Guild of Students
Student Activity Centre

Student Advisory Services
Orientation/First Year Experience
Accommodation (on and off campus)
Employment
Career Guidance
Health Services Unit (HSU)
Medical Services
Psychological Counselling
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Student Activity Centre (SAC)
Recreational Activity
Sport and Physical Education Centre (SPEC)
Sport facilities and training

Check out
your Student
Handbook for
more on student
support services.

AT A Glance

UWI LIFE 2013

You Know You’re a UWI Student When...

1

You are familiar
with all the
Customer
Service
Representatives
in the Admissions
Office and your
Faculty office.

2

You spend more
nights in SAC
than at home.

5

3

Kraft Mac n’
Cheese, Ramen
Noodles and
Pie-o’s pies
become
Breakfast, Lunch
and Dinner.

4

8

You have taken
part in at least
one ‘all-nighter’
session before a
final exam.

You are on a first
name basis with
many of the food
storeowners.

Your only uniform
is your favourite
blue jeans and
the latest Guild
Club/Association
T-shirt.

10

You are now a
connoisseur of
the best doubles
within a one-mile
radius of the
campus.

6

You have
enjoyed far too
many Rituals
coffees or coffee
drinks.

7

UWI Shuttle
becomes your
official form of
transportation.

9

You have
marked your
favourite study
spot at the Alma
Jordan Library.
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ON CAMPUS

Get to know your Campus Security Services
By Serah Acham

Safety is not an option at The UWI
St. Augustine Campus. Keeping
our students safe is a must and, with
an expected increase in last year’s
approximately 19,000 registered
student
population,
Campus
Security Services is redoubling its
efforts to keep our Campus and its
environs safe for our students.
Among the services offered by the
department are:
• Shuttles: On call from 6pm to 6am
each day to take students to their
homes (either on-campus or around
its periphery).

• Campus Security Escort Service:
Students can call the UWI Estate
Police, request that someone meet
them, and take them to their cars
or dorm rooms. This service also
extends to locations off-campus.
From 6am-6pm.
• National police presence on
Campus: These police officers and
the Campus’ estate police make
regular, joint patrols around the
Campus and its peripheries.
• Emergency phones: Direct link to
the Security Control Room. Placed
strategically throughout the UWI
St Augustine Campus’ grounds.
• Security cameras: Placed
strategically throughout the UWI
St Augustine Campus’ grounds.

UWI Mobile Police
Post Hotline

645-1594
Campus Security
Emergency
Hotline

662-4123

Things I am glad I knew
By OMEGA FRANCIS

So you’ve made the decision to
attend UWI, now what? Well here
are a few of the (not so) secret things
that can help make your transition
and time at UWI easier and more
enjoyable.
Academic Advising – Advising
done by Faculty Dean or nominee.
Compulsory for new students and
optional for continuing students.
Special Offer on Laptops and
Software – Students can get reduced
prices and favourable bank rates on
purchases. Items can be purchased at
Campus I.T. Services.
pcorders@sta.uwi.edu
for more.

Scholarships and Bursaries –
Advertised on all notice boards, in
the daily newspapers, on our website,
digital screens and social media.
Open to all Full-time Undergraduate
students.
http://sta.uwi.edu/scholarships/.

UWI Cooperative Training
Programme (CTP) – For students
who have completed the 2nd year of
their degree programme. Provides
students with the opportunity to
acquire structured exposure to the
world of work.

Student Hardship Loan –
Applications should be made to the
Director, Student Advisory Services.
Loans or grants are made to students
with a good academic record.

For more information on CAP,
Hardship Loan or the CTP, visit
www.sta.uwi.edu/sas

Career Advising Programme (CAP)
– Student Advisory Services, Career
Planning and Guidance workshops,
tailored to meet the individual needs
of students, takes place during the first
semester of the academic year. For all
students.

Be in the Know
Check out our digital screens for
the latest information.
Connect with us on Social Media

Check your UWI email to know
What’s On!
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Creating lasting memories:

Happy
about
my UWI
experience

By OMEGA FRANCIS

As I walked towards the Chancellor,
donned in my Graduation gown,
I thought, “I am really glad I did
this!” Yes, the joy of completing my
first degree acknowledged by the
highest official at UWI was one of
the greatest memories I have from
my time at UWI. However, it was
not the only memory.
My first degree was an
experience sprinkled with just
the right amounts of frustrations,
achievements, and above all, pride. I
look back and remember all the cool
and fun things I did during my three
years at UWI that made the journey
worthwhile. The connections I
made with students from other
Caribbean islands made me realise

that despite the general belief that
we are all so strikingly different
because of culture, we have so much
in common. These similarities (and
even the differences) created many
lasting friendships.
One of the biggest achievements
of my time at UWI has to be when
I played a part in the creation
of a student association, as well
as serving as President in my
final year. My time being a part
of the Communication Studies
Association (CSA) developed my
leadership skills, my interpersonal
skills as well as forged friendships
that last even to this day. The

Cool UWI Facts
Main Administration Building: Built in 1914 it originally
housed the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture (ICTA)
library until 1968 when it was renamed to the Administration
building.
Daaga Auditorium: Originally the site of the ICTA Dining
Hall, it soon became the Guild Hall, centre of student
activities. During the 1969-1970 period of student activism, it
was renamed Daaga Hall after an African ex-slave soldier who
led a mutiny at St Joseph in 1837. This building was destroyed
by fire in 1980 and the present auditorium stands on the same
site.
The Whisper Wall (Student Activity Centre): Sit on one end
of this wall and have your friend sit on the other. Whisper into
the wall and see what happens!

sacrifice of my free time to manage
meetings and events honed workready skills that I utilise every day.
Not spending all of my time
at UWI between the covers of a
textbook actually helped make me
more marketable to the workforce
and gave me that “all-round” UWI
Life experience. So, to the new
students, throw caution to the wind
and strike up that conversation with
the exchange student; apply for that
bursary, attend a Hall event. Any
and all of these can, and will, create
incredible experiences that you will
be speaking about for many years to
come. I guarantee it!

Zoology Museum: Consists of a wide range of specimens
(animal, geological and archaeological) from Trinidad and
Tobago, Caribbean and South America. Collections date back
to the 1920s.
The National Herbarium: Took up its home at the St
Augustine Campus in 1947. Houses more that 50,000
specimens. At present it makes its home at the Sir Frank
Stockdale Building.
The John Fitzgerald Kennedy (JFK) Quadrangle: Site of all
the action during First Year Experience!
Don’t turn down an offer to experience this university in
one way or another! For more information on the UWI
St. Augustine, visit: https://sta.uwi.edu/campustour.
Sign up for a campus tour to see why thousands have said
that this was an “excellent experience!” We’re looking
forward to having you!
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MESSAGE FROM THE CAMPUS PRINCIPAL

A place where research
and knowledge flourish
It brings me great pleasure to
welcome you to our St. Augustine
campus, one that is unlike any other
in the world. Why? Because this is
a campus forged from the dreams
of building a regional home where
research and knowledge flourish
alongside the merging of the
cultures of our islands. This is a place
that gives equal consideration to

Faculty
Deans

Mr. Errol Simms
Dean – Faculty of Social Sciences

Prof. Brian Copeland
Dean – Faculty of Engineering

Management
Team

Dr. Deirdre Charles
Director, Student Advisory Services

Ms. Jessie-Ann George
Senior Assistant Registrar, Examination

Mr. Nazir Alladin
Director, Campus Information
Technology Services

Ms. Jacqueline Huggins
Head, Academic Support &
Disabilities Liaison Unit

http://www.sta.uwi.edu

nurturing thinkers and to developing
citizens of stature of whom we can
all be proud.
We believe so strongly that
our students are our region’s prime
resources that we have invested
heavily in seeking their welfare at
every level – and that is why our
Deputy Principal is the one charged
with looking after your needs and

Prof. Clement Sankat
UWI St Augustine Campus Principal

helping you achieve your goals.
You will get as much from your
university journey as you put into
it. Remember, learning is lifelong,
as long as you are open to it, you
will find valuable lessons in every
experience; and in every act of giving
back, you will find yourself on the
receiving end. Enjoy UWI, and make
yourselves proud!

Prof. Funson Aiyejino
Dean – Faculty of Humanities
and Education

Prof. Isaac Bekele
Dean – Faculty of Food and Agriculture

Prof. Rose-Marie Belle Antoine Prof. Samuel Ramsewak
Dean – Faculty of Medical Services
Dean – Faculty of Law

Mr. Richard Saunders
Campus Registrar

Ms. Patricia Harrison
Campus Bursar

Ms. Jennifer Joseph
University and Campus Librarian,
Alma Jordan Library

Mrs. Patricia Brown
Assistant Registrar, Admissions

Mrs. Deborah Charles-Smythe
Senior Assistant Registrar,
Graduate Studies & Research

Mr. Wayne Richardson
Director, Security

Mr. Stephen Sheppard
Director of Human Resources

Mr. Sharan Singh
Director, Office of Institutional
Advancement and Internationalisation

Dr. Neil Singh
Head, Health Services Unit

Mrs. Mary Balbirsingh
Accountant, Student Accounts

Prof. Indar Ramnarine
Dean – Faculty of Science and Technology

Mr. Justin Latapy-George
Director, Sport & Physical Education Centre

www.twitter.com/uwi_staugustine

http://www.youtube.com/uwistaugustine

http://www.flickr.com/photos/theuwi/

